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Meeting 


Meeting 


EXGURSION = NEWS" SHEET 


: 6th November - "Bird Observations in Fells Gully and 


other areas" - Mr. L. Millar. 
: 4th December - "Reptiles" - Mr. R. Pails. 


Excursion : 8th November - Sunday - Full Day : Mt. Beckworth 


Leader: Mrs. M. Rotheram. 


Excursion : 6th December - Sunday - Full Day : Christmas Excursion - 
Mt. Emu, Lake Goldsmith 
Leader: Mr. L. Millar. 


President: 
Vice-pres: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Editor 


Dr. F. HARRAP 
Mrs. M. ROTHERAM 
Miss H. BURGESS 
Mr. S. REYNOLDS 
Mr. J. NETHERWAY 


Phone 30 1651 
Phone 31 4054 


Phone 31 2210 


Phone 327721 
Phone 32 7296 


Meetings, as specified, are held In the Administrat- 
ion Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 

CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


SOUTH-WEST TASMANIA 


The Tasmanian Wilderness Society is requesting our support in involving 
the Commonwealth Government in the South-West Tasmania issue. The wild 
Gordon and Franklin Rivers, like the Barrier Reef, the Jarrah forests of 
W.A., and our rainforests are of natural, even international importance. 


The Society states: "It is imperative that the Commonwealth Government 
becomes involved in the South-West Tasmania issue by initiating a. full, 
open, independent and expert inquiry into the future of South-West Tasmania. 
Only in this way will the national significance of the South-West wilderness 
and all the energy options available to Tasmania be fully, expertly, and 
objectively examined." 


The Society request us to complete the following: 
THE SOUTH-WEST TASMANIA DECLARATION 


"This organteation, __ it oat ee totally opposes 
any further encroachnents into the South-West Tasmanian wilderness. 


South-West Tasmania is Australia's largest remaining temperate wilderness 
and ts listed on the Register of the National Estate. 


It has been recognised internationally ‘by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources as one of only three such areas 
left in the world. . 


The South-West of Tasmania ts as important to Australia's heritage as the 
Great Barrter Reef, Fraser Island, and Kakadu. But hydro-electric schemes, 
forestry, and mineral exploration pose greater and greater threats to tts 
survival. 


We strongly urge that a full, open, independent, and expert Federal-State 
tinqutry tnto the future of South-West Tasmania be initiated as a matter of 
urgency. 

Terms of reference of the inquiry should include: 


4 envtrommental values of South-West Tasmania to Australia 
and the world 


future energy needs of Tasmanta and energy options available 
to Tasmanta outside the South-West 


* federal responstbility to asstst Tasmanta to preserve its 
wilderness areas of national and international importance. 


SOUTH-WEST TASMANIA, IN ITS ENTIRETY, AS LISTED ON THE REGISTER OF THE 
NATIONAL ESTATE, SHOULD BE DECLARED A NATIONAL PARK TO BE HELD INVIOLATE 
FOR ALL TIME." 


It is suggested also, that we request our Federal Member to support the 
call for an inquiry and possibly write a letter or send an article to our 
local paper. Information has been enclosed. 


* 


In their letter, the T.W.S. concludes: “This project will cost the 
Tasmanian Wilderness Society at least $3,000. If your group can afford a 
donation it would be most welcome. Thank you for your help, we hope you can 
visit us one day." 


Signed by the Director and Council Members from each State and the A.C.T. 
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT IN THE '80s - FIELD & GAME FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 


Halls of Restdence Theatre, Monash Untverstty : November 27 - 29 
Session 1 : The International Scene 

Session 2 : The Australian Scene 

Session 3 : Economics in Wildlife Management 

Session 4 : Population Management Alternatives 

Session 5 : Sanve Efforts to Combat Noxious Introductions 
Session 6 : Some Australian Management Programmes 

Session 7 : Some Management Techniques 


Interested members should see the brochure for the full list of noted 
speakers and topics. For example, session 6 lists the Platypus, Koala, 
Bustard, Emu, Corella, Cape Barren Goose, Japanese Snipe, Quail, Waterfowl 
with speakers from New South Wales, Western Australia, Tasmania and the A.C.T. 
as well as Victoria. 


Registration is $65.00 with concessions for students and pensioners. 
Accommodation is $14.00 per night for bed and breakfast. The brochure shows 
details, and daily fees for those unable to attend the full congress. 
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Cost of Newsletter 


For the information of members:- due to the higher cost of newsletters, 
and increased cost of postage to kindred associations, our Annual Subs are 
not adequately covering our costs in this area. Hence, at the September 
meeting, the motion "Members pay 20cents per copy” was adopted. 
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B.R.A.C.E. CAMP AT ADEKATE, 21st - 22nd NOVEMBER, 1981 


"on the weekend of Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd of November, 1981, 
B.R.A.C.E., together with Creswick Continuing Education Group, will be 
conducting a Natural History and Environmental Studies Weekend at Adekate 


Fellowship Centre Camp, Adekate. 


Details of the program are as follows: 


Saturday 10.00 a.m. - 10.30 a.m. Registration 

10.30 a.m. - 12.00 noon History of the Area 
12.00 noon - 1.30 p.m. Lunch 

1.30 p.m. - 3.30 p.m. Major Vegetation $ 
4.30 p.m. - 6.30 p.m. Bird watching or relaxation 

7.00 p.m. - 8.00 p.m. Dinner 1 
8.00 p.m. - 10.00 p.m. (Hollow dependant animals - 

(Approx.) talk followed by excursion 
with spotlights) 


Sunday 6.30 a,m. - 8.00 a.m. Bird watching (optional) 
8.00 a.m. - 9.00 a.m. Breakfast 
9.00 a.m. - 10.30 a.m. Geology of the Area 
11.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon’ Ground Flora 
12.00 noon - 1.00 p.m. Fungi and Lichens 
1.00 p.m. - 2.00 p.m. Weekend concludes with 
barbecue lunch 


The all inclusive fee for the weekend is $30.00. This covers all meals 
from lunch Saturday to lunch Sunday and basic camping accommodation at the 
camp. (Accommodation is in Army style huts, and whilst bunks and mattresses 
will be supplied, participants are asked to bring their own pillows and 
other bedding materials. Participants may also be asked to share quarters 

- bunks are approximately 4 per room)." 
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_W.H. Stilt - in association with Grebes. 


CLUNES SWAMPS REPORT ~ OCTOBER 1981 


Members who attended the Club excursion of October 4, experienced 
some exciting observations that proved to be only a sample of some 
remarkable recordings made over the month to follow. The wet conditions 
of the early spring have ensured excellent conditions for birds in the 
wetlands of the district and those visited during the group excursion 
revealed much activity under way. . 

Donovans Swamp at Learmonth, undey water to a suitable depth for the 


first time in a number of seasons, was supporting many pairs of nesting 
swans and a good list of swamp dwellers including White Headed Stilts and 


Swamp Harrier. 

The main work was put in at Merin Merin Swamp, on the Eastern side. 
The Clunes Swamps have maintained a water level higher than any for the 
past ten seasons, with the result that a variety of excellent habitats 
have been developed and remained suitable for breeding by many and various 
bird species. 

Breeding species in the area covered on October 4, either with young 
or with eggs, were: 

Little Grebe (20 nest colony); W.H. Stilt (3 nests); Wood duck (10 eggs); 

Black Swan (numerous nests); Galah; Grey Teal (16 young); Mountain 

Duck. Amongst other notable recordings were Japanese Snipe, Marsh 

Terns, and a lively Tiger Snake. 

Subsequent visits to Merin Merin to record nesting data have resulted 
in many significant observations - proof of the ideal conditions existing 
in the swamps. 


Breeding Records: 
Grebes - colonies of 39, 12, 13, 14 nests of Little and Hoary Headed Grebes 


~ ‘ 


Silver Gull - 40-50 nests in association with Grebes, Coots. 


‘Black Swan - numerous. Coots - numerous, clutches to 9 eggs. 


Black Duck. Pink Eared Duck. Grey Teal. Magpie Lark. Reg Backed Parrot. 
Magpie. Little Raven. Little Pied Cormorant - colonies to 7 nests. 
Yellow Spoonbill - small colonies in association with Cormorants. 

White Necked Heron - small colonies; and Corella (unconfirmed) . 


Other notable recordings have been a group of 9 Red Kneed Dotterels, 


a Long Toed Stint, small flocks of Snipe, Musk and Little Lorikeets. 
Large flocks of Ibis (Straw Necked and White), and Corellas are using the 


Red Gums for roosting. 

Species of duck sighted - Black Duck, Grey Teal, White Eyed Duck, Pink 
Eared Duck, Wood Duck, Mountain Duck, and Shoveller. 

The records summarized here represent only a small section of the total 
area of the swamps in their present state. It is very pleasing to realize 
that the preseryation of the reserve is justified to such a degree. As a 
breeding environment for water fowl, the system is currently seen at its best. 


Greg Binns 


CAMP-OUT, MT. LANGI GHIRAN, NOVEMBER 21 - 22 


In a note to the secretary, the District Forester at Beaufort recommends + 
the best camp site to be in the Saddle between Mt. Langi Ghiran and Mount 
Gorrin. Access is via a fire track which can be negotiated in normal vehicles, 
and the Forester would arrange for the unlocking of the barrier. 


An alternative site is on the western side of the range, below the 
Saddle. Water is not available at this site but is available further up, 
towards the first site. 


We shall decide at the meeting which site to choose. The map shows 
locations of the suggested camp sites. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT 


Mr. John Harris was our guest speaker for October and explained the 
management of the Wombat State Forest. 


In the 1850's this forest was an important area for the production of 
sawlogs for Melbourne, Ballarat and Bendigo, as well as for mining timber 
and firewood. Sawmills were numerous and bushfires were common, often being 
deliberately lit to assist in clearing land for agriculture. As a result 
there is no virgin forest in the 73,000 hectares, and the oldest tree would 
be 120 years. ; 


In 1970, when the trees had reached 80-90 years on an average, a system 
called shelterwood was introduced. This is a system of harvesting and 
regenerating. They didn't clear-fell because of traditionally light cutting, 
as it is an important water catchment area for domestic and irrigation water, 
helping to supply the township of Bacchus Marsh, Ballan, Ballarat, Bendigo, 
Castlemaine, Daylesford, Melton, Sunbury and Werribee. 


The very best of the older trees are retained. These have long, straight, 
defect free trunks and strong vigorous, healthy crowns. Approximately 30 to 
40 of these trees are left per hectare as the large crowns protect the soil 
from rain as well as providing seed. A few overmature trees with hollows | 
(or the potential to form hollows) useful for wildlife habitats are also left. 
After being ringbarked to prevent them utilising part of the potential timber 
productivity of the site, these trees even though dead, may provide nesting 
sites for years. The remaining trees are then harvested and the rubbish 
burnt to provide a good seed bed. In Mountain Ash areas where they do clear 
fell, the capsules are cut from the trees and dried and the seed collected. 
Nothing at all is cut within 20 metres each side of streams and no timber is 
allowed to be felled into this area. Large amounts of the forest is not logged 
as it is left for Regional and State Parks. 


Between May and September no operations are permitted in the Wombat Forest. 
Only along specified roads are they able to collect timber from logs stockpiled 
for the fulp factories. 


The 5 major uses of the forest are water catchment, wood, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, forage or grazing. Some of the demands are conflicting and can only 
be resolved by management of the forest under a system of zoned priority. 


In 1970 the Victorian Government formed the L.C.C. to study all public 
land in the State and report to the Government the best way to use it. The 
primary use has the first priority. Victoria is setting the pace in the public 
land use field. 


Mr. Harris was thanked by Ken Hammond. 
Jean Spicer 
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W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT ANNUAL MEETING 


On a lonely October weekend three of us journeyed to Donald for the 
Annual Meeting of the W.V.F.N.C.A. 


On Saturday, we went by bus (an excellent idea) to Mount Jephcott, 
140 metres above the surrounding plain. We were told it was originally an 
island in a large lake or inland sea. Through the efforts of the Donald 
History and Natural History Group, there is quite a lot of regeneration. 
Grazing has been stopped. The eucalypts were mostly Black Box with some 
Yellow Gum. There was a mob of kangaroos, and a rather well coloured 
Bearded Dragon obliged all the photographers. A brown snake was also seen. 


The evening meeting over we were entertained by a very good guest speaker 
and some slides. The topic was "The History of Natural History". This is an 
idea for a Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. 


Sunday, with some time to spare, we visited Lake Buloke where we saw 
many water fowl and also an Orange Chat with nest and three eggs. This was a 
very unusual sighting as they don't usually come this far south. Then, having 
missed the main bunch we went along some back roads to lakes and wet lands 
where many different water fowl, many with young, were observed. Also seen 
were a pair of Banded Plovers with three young in the grass. 


From many birds listed during the weekend, notable sightings were as 
follows. On the margin and salt bed flats of Lake Buloke - Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Red Necked Stint, Red Capped Dotterél, White 
Fronted Chat, Orange Chat (nesting) . 4 


On various swamps in the Lake Kimbolton area, Cope Cope, Black Tailed 
Native Hen (with young), Gull billed Tern, Banded Plover (with young), and 
Pink Eared Duck (with young). 


L. Fink & G. Binns 
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